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omething remarkable happens in this parasha, almost without 'W o W
aiting

our noticing it, that changed the very terms of Jewish existence, and has

life-changing implications for all of us. Moses renewed the covenant.
This may not sound dramatic, bat it was.
Thus far, in the history of humanity as told by the Torah, God

( had made three covenants. 1he Arst, in Genesis 9, was with [Noah, and
through him, with all humanity. I call this the covenant of human soli-
darity. According to the Sages it contains seven commands, the sheva
mitzvot benei Noah, most famous of which is the sanctity of human life:

“He who sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for in

{* the image of God did God make man” (Gen. 9:6).
The second, the “Covenant between the Pieces” in GGenesis 15,
and its sign, circumcision in Genesis 17, was with Abraham and his

- descendants:

for You
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